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QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 7:06 PM
Central Library
89-11 Merrick Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11432

CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call

Present

ELI SHAPIRO Ed. D LCSW, MATTHEW M. GORTON, JAMES M. HADDAD, Esq., CLOYETTE
HARRIS-STOUTE, PAULINE HEALY, PETER KAUFFMANN, CARL KOERNER, Esq., SELINA
LEE, Ph. D., MICHELLE MIAO, Ph. D., GUILLERMO PATINO, LYDON SLEEPER-
O'CONNELL, ALEXANDRIA SUMPTER-DELVES, and TERRI THOMSON

Excused

JOHANNA CARMONA, Esq., JULISSA GUTIERREZ, ANDREW JACKSON, JAMIE LEE,
GEORGE RUSSO, Esq., and EARL G. SIMONS, Ed. D.

Others Present

ALLAN SWISHER, Esq., MATTHEW CARLIN, Esq., DENNIS M. WALCOTT, JUSTIN
DEABLER, NICK BURON, SUNG MO KIM, GITTE PENG, VINEL LIRIANO, WILLIAM FUNK,
WILLIAM GOLDBAND, JACQUELINE MARTINEZ, SARA HAUSNER-LEVINE, MONIQUE
HAMILTON, CHAUNCIE BROOKS, DOMINIQUE SIMBOLI, DANIELLE WALSH, and
MICHAEL MCLEOD

APPROVAL OF BOT MINUTES- March 12, 2026

Recommended Motion for Consideration by the Board of Trustees:

1 move that the minutes of the Board of Trustees meeting be approved as submitted.

Moved by: CARL KOERNER, Esq.; seconded by: LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL
Aye: ELI SHAPIRO Ed. D LCSW, MATTHEW M. GORTON, JAMES M.
HADDAD, Esq., CLOYETTE HARRIS-STOUTE, PAULINE HEALY, PETER
KAUFFMANN, CARL KOERNER, Esq., SELINA LEE, Ph. D., MICHELLE
MIAO, Ph. D., GUILLERMO PATINO, LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL,
ALEXANDRIA SUMPTER-DELVES, and TERRI THOMSON

Carried 13-0

COMMITTEE REPORTS



IV.

A)

B)

&)

Approval of Audit Committee Report - April 23, 2026

Recommended Motion for Consideration by the Board of Trustees:

1 move that that the report of the Audit Committee meeting be accepted and approved
as submitted.

Moved by: LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL; seconded by: PAULINE HEALY

Aye: ELI SHAPIRO Ed. D LCSW, MATTHEW M. GORTON, JAMES M.
HADDAD, Esq., CLOYETTE HARRIS-STOUTE, PAULINE HEALY, PETER
KAUFFMANN, CARL KOERNER, Esq., SELINA LEE, Ph. D., MICHELLE
MIAO, Ph. D., GUILLERMO PATINO, LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL,
ALEXANDRIA SUMPTER-DELVES, and TERRI THOMSON

Carried 13-0

Approval of Finance & Investment Committee Report - April 23, 2026

Recommended Motion for Consideration by the Board of Trustees:

I move that the report of the Finance & Investment Committee meeting be accepted
and approved as submitted.

Moved by: MICHELLE MIAO, Ph. D.; seconded by: ALEXANDRIA SUMPTER-
DELVES

Aye: ELI SHAPIRO Ed. D LCSW, MATTHEW M. GORTON, JAMES M.
HADDAD, Esq., CLOYETTE HARRIS-STOUTE, PAULINE HEALY, PETER
KAUFFMANN, CARL KOERNER, Esq., SELINA LEE, Ph. D., MICHELLE
MIAO, Ph. D., GUILLERMO PATINO, LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL,
ALEXANDRIA SUMPTER-DELVES, and TERRI THOMSON

Carried 13-0
Approval of Labor Relations Committee Report - April 23, 2026

Recommended Motion for Consideration by the Board of Trustees:

I move that the report of the Labor Relations Committee meeting be accepted and
approved as submitted.

Moved by: CLOYETTE HARRIS-STOUTE; seconded by: ALEXANDRIA
SUMPTER-DELVES

Aye: ELI SHAPIRO Ed. D LCSW, MATTHEW M. GORTON, JAMES M.
HADDAD, Esq., CLOYETTE HARRIS-STOUTE, PAULINE HEALY, PETER
KAUFFMANN, CARL KOERNER, Esq., SELINA LEE, Ph. D., MICHELLE
MIAO, Ph. D., GUILLERMO PATINO, LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL,
ALEXANDRIA SUMPTER-DELVES, and TERRI THOMSON

Carried 13-0

AGENDA

Action Items



VI.

A) Approval of Annual Reports 2025
Recommended Motion for Consideration by the Board of Trustees:

I move that the Board of Trustees accept the Queens Borough Public Library’s Annual

Report for Public and Association Libraries.

Moved by: LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL; seconded by: CARL KOERNER, Esq.
Aye: ELI SHAPIRO Ed. D LCSW, MATTHEW M. GORTON, JAMES M.
HADDAD, Esq., CLOYETTE HARRIS-STOUTE, PAULINE HEALY, PETER
KAUFFMANN, CARL KOERNER, Esq., SELINA LEE, Ph. D., MICHELLE MIAO,
Ph. D., GUILLERMO PATINO, LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL, ALEXANDRIA
SUMPTER-DELVES, and TERRI THOMSON

Carried 13-0

Report Item(s)

B) Purchases Over $50K- March 2026
PRESENTED

0] Personnel Report - February
PRESENTED

D) Personnel Report - March
PRESENTED

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD
Chair of the Board, Eli Shapiro offered the Trustees Queens Public Library polo shirts.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

President and Chief Executive Officer, Dennis M. Walcott, stated that it has been a busy and good
year with lots of programs, services and outreach. He asked Nick Buron to provide an overview. Nick
Buron, Chief Librarian and SVP, reported that it is National Library Week and provided a brief
history. Mr. Buron also announced that he served on a panel for the documentary film The Librarian,
which won a Peabody Award. He also reported that the board will meet newly appointed VP of
Programs & Services, Alison Dieguez, at the June meeting. Mr. Buron reported on Monday's
celebration for Central Library's 60th birthday and on Tuesday, as part of outreach, mobile libraries
and our book bicycle were parked outside of Queens Borough Hall and engaged with 3 preschool
classes. Queens Borough President Donovan Richards also attended. Gitte Peng, Chief of Staff and
SVP, reported that Deputy Mayor Julie Su visited Central, and that the TriLi Presidents have had
productive conversations regarding advocacy and budget. Mrs. Peng reported QPL is launching a letter
writing campaign. She also announced the passing of Strategic Planning consultant Julia Ritchie. Ms.
Peng states Julia's passing is a loss personally and professionally, and noted with gratitude that she has
put our strategic plan in a good place for success.

Sung Mo Kim, Chief Operating Officer and SVP, announced there will be a capital portfolio and
facilities presentation during the June board meeting. Mr. Kim reported that as part of the strategic
plan, ITD has launched a new recruitment platform. Kronos and SAP will be upgraded. He also
announced the 6-week closure of Flushing library to conduct repairs.



Mr. Walcott thanked Trustees Andrew Jackson and Cloyette Harris-Stoute for participating in QPL's
Civic Engagement Conference. He announced the reopening of the Hillcrest children's room and that
he will be participating in a panel discussion on WNYC with Brigid Bergin regarding Mayor
Mamdani's first 100 days. He also reported that QPL, along with NYPL and BPL, testified before Dr.
Nantasha Williams and the City Council, and that next week the VP of Capital will testify before
three committees of the City Council regarding construction projects. Mr. Walcott then announced
that Central's auditorium will be closed for some renovations.

A) Key Performance Indicator
PRESENTED

VII. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to Adjourn at 8:06pm

Recommended Motion for Consideration

1 move that the meeting be adjourned.

Moved by: ALEXANDRIA SUMPTER-DELVES; seconded by: PETER KAUFFMANN
Aye: ELI SHAPIRO Ed. D LCSW, MATTHEW M. GORTON, JAMES M.

HADDAD, Esq., CLOYETTE HARRIS-STOUTE, PAULINE HEALY, PETER
KAUFFMANN, CARL KOERNER, Esq., SELINA LEE, Ph. D., MICHELLE

MIAO, Ph. D., GUILLERMO PATINO, LYDON SLEEPER-O'CONNELL,
ALEXANDRIA SUMPTER-DELVES, and TERRI THOMSON

Carried 13-0

Pauline Healy - Secretary
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