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FESTIVAL OF 
YIDDISH CULTURE
MONDAYS, MARCH 6, 13, 20, 27  |  6 PM
THURSDAY, MARCH 30  |  6 PM
FOREST HILLS

Allen Lewis Rickman Amanda (Miryem-Khaye) Seigel

Hy Wolfe Shane Baker Diane Cypkin



Concerts and Performances

Queens Library is 
extremely proud to 
present its first ever 
festival dedicated solely 
to Yiddish culture. In 
March, you will enjoy an 
evening that will not only 
be informative, but funny, 
entertaining and full of 
nostalgia too!

Monday, March 6  |  6 pm
The Big Bupkis!  A Complete Gentile’s 
Guide to Yiddish Vaudeville

Shane Baker, the best-loved Episcopalian on the 
Yiddish stage today, tells the story of his jour-
ney from altar boy to international star of the 
Yiddish theater, with stops along the way for 
cheap jokes, magic, music, Mendl the Enchanted 
Chicken, and the Yiddish bullfight poem. 

The New York Times declares Shane Baker “one 
of the most prominent proponents of Yiddish 
theater, language, and culture in New York.”  He 
recently finished a critically acclaimed run in 
“God of Vengeance” and his Yiddish translation 
of “Waiting for Godot” marked the play’s world 
premiere in Yiddish.

Monday, March 13  |  6 pm
Yiddish Theater: An Introduction 
 

In an illustrated lecture, Allen Lewis Rickman 
will trace the history of Yiddish theater, from its 
beginnings in late-19th century Romania, to its 
rapid spread across the Western world from the 
20th century onwards.  Topics will include the 
life of Yiddish theater founder Avrom Gold-
fadn, the heyday of Yiddish theater in America, 
Yiddish theater in the Soviet Union, and the 
current state of Yiddish theater worldwide.  The 
talk will feature video clips of Yiddish perfor-
mance (with subtitle translation).

Allen Lewis Rickman is a Yiddish theater his-
torian as well as an actor, writer, and director. 
Acting credits include the Coen brothers’ Os-
car-nominated A SERIOUS MAN, recurring roles 
on BOARDWALK EMPIRE and appearances on 
Broadway.  

!
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Monday, March 20  |  6 pm
Miryam-Khaye Seigel in Concert: 
Yiddish Folk and Theater Music*

Miryem-Khaye’s concert will include a broad 
range of Yiddish folk and theater repertoire, 
from heartfelt to humorous, sung in various 
dialects of Yiddish. You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, 
you’ll learn! English translations will be 
provided. She will be accompanied by pianist 
Steve Sterner.

Miryem-Khaye Seigel is a Yiddish singer, 
songwriter, and actor. A fluent Yiddish speak-
er and scholar, she has performed, taught 
and lectured internationally. Toyznt tamen 
= A thousand flavors (2015) is her album of 
original and adapted Yiddish songs.

Monday, March 27  |  6 pm
Hy Wolfe in Concert:  
Yiddish Songs and Stories*

Hy Wolfe is a proud member of Actors’ Equity 
Association and the President of the Hebrew 
Actors’ Foundation. He is the director of the 
Yiddish National Theater,  
having acted in theaters across the United 
States and Canada. Accompanied by the tal-
ented actor Steve Sterner at the piano, Hy is 
the “Real Deal”- a native-born Yiddish speaker 
who loves to perform in mame-loshn! He 
will sing popular and rarely heard Yiddish 
songs from his “Yiddish Songs for the Soul” 
CD. Don’t speak or understand Yiddish? Not 
to worry! Hy translates every song, story, and 
introduction into English! 

Thursday, March 30  |  6 pm
More Musical Gems from the 
Yiddish Theatre World—A Con-
cert/Lecture 
 

 
Because of the tremendous success of 
her “In Words and Music: The Story of 
the Yiddish Theatre,” Dr. Diane Cypkin 
is offering more beautiful music from 
the Yiddish Theatre in this all-new pro-
gram aptly titled, “More Musical Gems 
from the Yiddish Theatre World—A Con-
cert/Lecture.”  The concert portion of 
this program will include music made 
famous by Molly Picon, Aaron Lebedeff, 
and Menashe Skulnik. At the same time, 
as always, in the interesting lecture 
portion of this program, Dr. Cypkin will 
relate to us just how these performers 
and songs earned their exceptionally 
special place in Yiddish Theatre . . . and 
our hearts . . . forever! 

*CDs available for sale and autographing.
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