Questions 1 and 2 refer to the following passage.
WHO IS BLACK BEAUTY?

There is no more benign (gentle and harmless) film likely to be released this summer - this year,
for that matter — than Black Beauty, an adaptation of Anna Sewell’s 1877 novel about the life of a horse.

The novel, which takes place in the days when horses were valued more for work than for
beauty and raised English consciousness regarding their treatment, is narrated by the horse itself. The
movie follows suit. This takes a little getting used to, since talking horses generally confine themselves
to animation and rarely take themselves seriously even then. But Black Beauty is nothing if not earnest.
It’s part of his charm.

“Sold?” he cries at one point (in the voice of Alan Cumming). “Every horse knows that terrifying
word.” Later in the story, having spotted his onetime sweetheart, Ginger, he sighs, “That night |
dreamed of her, of what was and of what might have been.”

Black Beauty is solid craftsmanship but not flashy moviemaking. It’s pretty and a trifle bland,
but engaging enough to entertain a wide range of ages. Best of all, it does so without trauma and
without distorting the story’s general message of kindness to conform to some of today’s political
agendas regarding animals.

-Excerpted from a movie review by Johanna Steinmetz, Chicago Tribune, July 29, 1994

1. This review is of a movie adapted from which of the following?
(1) An earlier movie
(2) An English novel narrated by Alan Cumming
(3) An Anna Sewell novel that is narrated by a horse
(4) A benign animation
(5) A political agenda
2. According to this review, the movie’s good points include all EXCEPT which of the following?
(1) Solid craftsmanship
(2) The earnest charm of the horse
(3) Suitability for audiences of all ages
(4) Blandness
(5) A simple message of kindness toward animals

Answers:

1. (3) The first paragraph says that the movie is based on the novel by Anna Sewell. The second
paragraph explains that the novel’s narrator is a horse.

2. (4) Blandness (which means dullness) is not a compliment. All of the other points are specifically
made in the review.
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What do you do when you have trouble flndlng ideas or figuring out
- how the ideas you do have relate to each other? Sometimes usmg
" a diagram can help you see clearly what you thlnk






