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My father, Theodore Roosevelt, was the best man I ever knew. He

~ combined strength and courage with gentleness, tenderness, and

great unselfishness. He would not tolerate in us children selfishness
or cruelty, idleness, cowardice, or untruthfulness. . . . With great

love and patience, and the most understanding sympathy and
consideration, he toinbined insistence on discipline. He never
physically punished me but once, but he was the only man of whom I’
was ever really afraid. I do not mean that it was a wrong fea.r, for he
was entirely just, and we chlldren adored hun -

—From Theodore Roosevelt: An Autobiography by Theodore Roosevelt

" Back of the Virginia Clemenses is a dim proéession of ancestors

stretching back to Noah's time. According to tradition, some of them

. were pirates. . . . But this is no discredit to them, for so were Drake

and Hawkins and the others. It was a respectable trade, then, and .
monarchs were partners in it. . . . Later, according to tradition, one
of the procession was Ambassador to Spain . . . and married there '
and sent down a strain of Spanish blood to warm us up. . . . I have not
examined into these traditions myself, partly because I was indolent,
and partly because I was so busg pohshmg up this end of the line and
trying to make 1t showy. .

—F_rom Chapters;from My Autobiogmphy by Mark Twain





