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Queens Library Celebrates  
100th Anniversary of Incorporation,  
1907-2007

When the first public library in Queens opened, it served a 
population of just over 150,000. One hundred years later, 
Queens Library serves 2.2 million people in the most 

ethnically diverse county in the United States.  In 1910, Queens County 
had 17 branches and a circulation of 749,064. Today, there are 63 
community libraries, including the Central Library, with circulation 
reaching a record-breaking 20 million in 2006.

The Library, like the borough, has a rich history. Founded in 1896, 
it wasn’t until April 17, 1907, at its incorporation, that the Library 
officially became The Queens Borough Public Library.  Since then, 
Queens Library has demonstrated a century-long commitment to 
providing books, enrichment programs, and information for all, in 
many languages and – true to its original purpose – without regard to 
social standing, free of charge.  Newcomers to the borough found a 
public library waiting for them, even if it was in a rented storefront or 
arrived in a bus once a week. Today, no one in Queens lives more than 
a mile from a community library.

Enriching Lives
 for 100 Years
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Visit your community library in April for anniversary 
events, Storytelling Month, National Poetry Month, National 
Library Week, and Immigrant History Week. We invite you 
to attend an event or two and celebrate with us. This is a 
sampling of events taking place in April. Visit  
www.queenslibrary.org or call 718-990-0778 for more 
information.  Programs are subject to change without notice. 
Admission to all events is free.

Tuesday, April 17 @ 1:00 PM

QUEENS LIBRARY 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION - - Party with CRAFTS
Party with crafts. For all ages.

Queens Library at Broad Channel
16-26 Cross Bay Boulevard, (718) 318-4943

Tuesday, April 17 @ 4:00 PM

An Afternoon of Haitian Storytelling
Kric! Krac! Marie-Jose Bernard, professional storyteller and 
educator, presents storytelling for all ages. In English &  
Haitian-Creole.

Queens Library at Cambria Heights 
218-13 Linden Boulevard, (718) 528-3535

Wednesday, April 18 @ 3:00 PM

How We Came to Queens: An 
Intergenerational Storytelling 
Workshop 
Storyteller Robin Bady guides parents and children to work 
together and create a story about how their family or others 
arrived in Queens. Learn storytelling and theater techniques. 
Preregistration required.

Queens Library at North Hills
57-04 Marathon Parkway, Little Neck, (718) 225-3550

Celebrate with Us



Friday, April 20 @ 4:30 PM

Mayan Festival 
Enjoy a display of beautiful Mayan crafts followed by a 
performance of Mayan folk dances and a fashion show of 
typical native Guatemalan Indian dress and costumes.

Queens Central Library
89-11 Merrick Boulevard, Jamaica, (718) 990-0778 

bEginning Saturday, April 21 @10:30 AM

Queens Family History Week: Topics in 
Genealogy
Join the Library in a week of insightful genealogical 
programs taught by experts in the field. Learn how to 
get started, research your family history, utilize the latest 
genealogy database, access records from NYC repositories, 
and use a variety of genealogy resources. Registration and 
sessions begin April 21 at 10:30 a.m. at the Central Library. 
Programs held April 21 - 28.

Queens Central Library
89-11 Merrick Boulevard, Jamaica, (718) 990-0778 

Saturday, April 21 @ 2:00 PM

Carnegie Hall Concert Series:  
Gino Sitson Band 
Vocalist Gino Sitson mixes jazz, gospel and blues elements 
with his African roots, singing most of his lyrics in 
Medumba, one of the languages of his native Cameroon.

Queens Library at Langston Hughes
100-01 Northern Boulevard, Corona, (718) 651-1100

Saturday, April 21 @ 3:00 PM

Drama of Ellis Island Stories
This one-act drama, by The Hypothetical Theatre Company, 
Inc., tells the stories of immigrants who came to U.S. 
between 1892-1924, traveling in steerage and arriving on 
Ellis Island.

Queens Library at Forest Hills
108-19 71 Avenue, (718) 268-7934



Monday, April 23 @ 6:30 PM – Richmond Hill

Sunday, April 29 @ 3:00 PM – Kew Gardens Hills

Springtime Potpourri 
Join storyteller and singer Sara Tilevitz for stories and songs 
in Russian, English, Hebrew and Yiddish that celebrate 
themes of spring, love and hope. 

Queens Library at Richmond Hill
118-14 Hillside Avenue, (718) 849-7150 

Queens Library at Kew Gardens Hills
72-33 Vleigh Place, Flushing, (718) 261-6654

Monday, April 23 @ 7:00 PM

Keeping Jazz Alive in Louis Armstrong’s 
Neighborhood Series Concert
Enjoy an evening of music representing all genres, featuring 
Rudy Simpson’s Jazz Unlimited Orchestra and vocalist 
Walter Jackson.

Queens Library at East Elmhurst
95-06 Astoria Boulevard, (718) 424-2619 

Tuesday, April 24 @ 4:00 PM

Queens Library’s 100th Anniversary 
Celebration - - Crafts Fair!
All ages welcome to enjoy an afternoon of crafts; have fun 
celebrating the Library’s 100th anniversary of incorporation! 
Seating is on a first-come basis in Rooms A & B, Lower 
Level. 

Queens Library at Flushing
41-17 Main Street, (718) 661-1200 

Photos on next page:
Top left: The adult reading room of the Carnegie library in Flushing, 1910 
Top right: Queens Library at Flushing, 2006, from the 2nd floor staircase 
looking into the first floor lobby area. 
Bottom left: Children’s Room, Richmond Hill Branch, 1910. 
Bottom right: Children’s Room, Queens Library at Richmond Hill, 2006.



Wednesday, April 25 @ 10:00 AM

THE WAY WE WERE IN 2007: TIME CAPSULE 
BURIAL
To celebrate the 100th anniversary of incorporation, Queens 
Library is burying a time capsule, with items contributed 
by children from all over Queens. The Banjo Rascals will 
entertain with music that has stood the test of time.

Queens Library at Queens Village
94-11 217 Street, (718) 776-6800

Saturday, April 28 @ 3:30 PM

Folktales, Music and Dance from the 
Philippines
Potri Ranka Manis narrates stories, in English & 
Tagalog, around traditional dance and music featuring 
kulintang (native gong) and other traditional instruments. 
Accompanied by dancer Kinding Sindaw.

Queens Library at Broadway
40-20 Broadway, Long Island City, (718) 721-2462
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